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· Statement to the Malaysian Authorities: The CIM President wrote to the Government of Malaysia, on behalf of the women of the Americas, to express solidarity with the women of Malaysia, and the pro-active stance of its women NGOs in denouncing the highly offensive, inappropriate and sexist remarks made by two male members of the Malaysian Parliament in Parliament on Wednesday, May 02, 2007. The inappropriate remarks were uttered by the Barisan Nasional (BN) Members of Parliament, Datuk Mohd Said Yusof (Jasin) and Datuk Bung Mokhtar Radin (Kinabatangan); against a female Member of Parliament, DAP Member of Parliament for Batu Gajah Fong Po Kuan. The Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) commended the women of Malaysia in their agitation for serious action to be taken on this matter as they rallied round the female MP in her fight for gender justice.
· Meeting with the OAS Secretary General: The CIM President met with the OAS Secretary General on Friday, June 22, 2007 to discuss, among other things, matters involving the CIM and its effective functioning. In following up to this meeting, The CIM President sent correspondence to the OAS Secretary General, dated June 28, 2007. First of all, the President thanked the Secretary General for agreeing to be a part of the important Inaugural Session of the CEVI Technical Meeting which had been scheduled for Argentina on July 18-21, 2007. Then, the CIM President strongly reiterated her appeal for the OAS Secretary General to give serious consideration to the provision of adequate human, technical and financial resources to strengthen the CIM Secretariat’s capacity for carrying out its growing mandates - in particular, those recognized as priorities by the member states. She outlined the immediate priorities areas and stressed the need for adequate human, technical and financial resources to address the sustainability of MESECVI; the IAP, with the follow-up work on the SEPIA initiatives for mainstreaming gender into the ministerial processes, in addition to the topic of peace and security; the OAS Gender Mainstreaming Project; and Violence Against Women; especially researching femicide, feminicide and feminicidal violence; Gender-based Violence and HIV. The CIM President reiterated the concern that CIM projects and programmes be given consideration among the priorities presented to external donors for funding.
· Death of Colombian Human Rights Activist, Judith Vergana:  The CIM President extended condolences from the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) to the Colombian Government and People, including the family of human rights activist, Judith Vergara Correa, President of the Community Action Board of the El Pesebre neighbourhood in the northern city of Medellin. Ms Vergara had been brutally slain on Monday, April 23, 2007. The CIM President expressed horror at the heinous crime which resulted in the death of Ms Vergara, a mother of four. In addition, the CIM President acknowledged Ms Vergara’s courageous work as a human rights activist to combat and eliminate violence in her society, especially in her work with the youth to address the proliferation of firearms. She noted in particular, Ms Vergara’s staged protests, prior to her death, with the Mothers of the Candelaria Group for serious action to be taken on the forced disappearance and unlawful detaining of their children.  
· Release of Publication - “Jose Miguel Insulza: Speeches and Lectures, 2005-2006”: On August 31, 2007, the CIM President extended congratulations to the OAS Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza, for embarking on such a commendable venture. She noted that his publication provided a cogent analysis of our hemisphere by illustrating its peculiar challenges amid its myriad triumphs; yet outlines a philosophy for realising progress in our hemisphere.
· Appointment of Belize’s First Female Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade: The CIM President wrote to congratulate Senator the Honourable Lisa M. Shoman, on her historical appointment as Belize’s first ever female Minister with responsibility for the portfolios of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade on Friday, June 12, 2007 to extend on behalf of the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM) congratulations to her on such a significant achievement. Senator Shoman served for seven years as Belize’s first female Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States and its Ambassador to the United States - in addition to being High Commissioner to Canada. Senator Shoman is recognized as an indomitable and fierce ally of the CIM - especially in her invaluable contribution to the topic of trafficking in women and children.  
· Appointment of First Afro-descent Female as Chief Justice of Panama’s Supreme Court:  The CIM President wrote to her Honour Graciela J. Dixon, Panama’s first ever female Chief Justice of African descent, to congratulate her for attaining such an honour for distinguished service in her twenty year legal career at the local, national and sub-regional and international level. The CIM President also recognized Hon. Dixon’s work as a Technical Advisor for the Women’s Affairs Committee of the Assembly of Panama, in addition to her work as the President of the International Association of Women Judges (IAWJ), and her positions as Vice President and President of the Latin American Federation of Magistrates (FLAM).
· Historic Session of the OAS Permanent Council entitled: “Empowering the Future Leaders of the Americas”:   Under the chairmanship of Her Excellency Deborah Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, there was an historical OAS Youth Symposium held on September 19-20, 2007. The CIM President, who was unable to attend this session due to competing commitments, sent in her congratulatory remarks to the Chair on behalf of the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM). The President commended the initiative as being an excellent and extraordinary one and applauded the vision to recognize the great importance of young people in the Americas and how to insert them into the development thrust of the region.
· Appointment of a Female Director General of the the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN): Mrs. Maria de los Delores Aguilar Marmolejo assumed duties at the Institute’s Headquarters in Uruguay on April 16, 2007 as its ninth Director General. The CIM President extended congratulations to the Institute’s second female Director General, and acknowledged her sterling track record as a passionate advocate for children rights and family issues. She also noted that at this juncture, there was at the political level of the IIN, currently, female leadership in the persons of President of the Directing Council, Sara Oviedo from Ecuador; and Vice President Kirsys Fernandez de Valenzuela from the Dominican Republic. This important constellation of women at the political and technical level of IIN augurs well for advancing the work of the Institute by incorporating the unique and intimate perspective that women bring to bear on matters related to children and family.
· Contribution to the Newsletter of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA): The FIPA Group of Women Parliamentarians of the Americas, now headed by Colombian Senator Cecilia López Montañoin, in one of its recent projects included a supplement in FIPA's quarterly newsletter, ParlAmericas, (Vol. II, Issue 3, July-September 2007) looking at some of the advances in women's issues throughout our hemisphere, as seen through the eyes of women parliamentarians.  The articles covered the creation of a women's caucus (Colombia), the inclusion of women on boards of directors (Canada), the move to a quota system (Argentina) and recent parliamentary action to raise awareness about violence against women (the Dominican Republic). The CIM President, who had also participated in a previous FIPA Group of Women Parliamentarians Forum in Barbados; was invited to submit an article from the Caribbean region, culled from her experience as a women in politics in the sub-region. She addressed the specific areas of success on gender issues in the Caribbean, with a particular focus on Antigua and Barbuda.
· Participation in GlobalPOWER 2007:  The CIM President was invited to participate in the 2nd Annual GlobalPOWER Conference for female Members of Parliament and State Legislators in Washington, DC on May 06, 2007, with demonstrated commitment to women’s empowerment and equality. The purpose of this week-long Conference was to launch new strategies to support women’s human rights and to combat international trafficking in women and girls. The panels included: Leveraging International Agreements and Protocols, Addressing the UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); the UN Protocol to the Palermo Convention to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children and UNODC’s Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking. Presented at that Conference, was the work of the CIM to promote women’s human rights including its pioneering efforts to address the trafficking of women and girls from, through and to the member states of the hemisphere. THE CIM President, as part of her activities of this conference, penned a solidarity statement in support of a female member of Parliament of Malaysia who had been the victim of sexism within the parliament of Maylaysia. The CIM President also made a statement on the ratification of the Council of Europe’s Convention on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings; commended Kenya for the recent passage of its ground-breaking Sexual Offences Act and encouraged UN member states, such as the US, which had not already done so, to consider ratifying the CEDAW.
· XV Inter-American Conference on Ministers of Labour (IACML): The XV IACML was held in Trinidad and Tobago on September 11-13, 2007. This was the first OAS Labour Ministerial held in the English-speaking Caribbean, since the Inaugural Meeting of Ministers of Labour in 1963. The collaborative effort between the Department of Sustainable Development and Employment (SEDI) and the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM); resulted in a paper which presented strategic guidelines for mainstreaming gender into the labour processes. Dr. the Hon. Jacqui Quinn-Leandro utilised the unique opportunity presented by her dual capacity as CIM President and Antigua’s Minister of Labour and Empowerment, to drive the agenda on the issue of Gender Mainstreaming into the Labour Ministerial. Her presentation entitled: ‘Embedding Gender into the Labour Process’, was well received by the delegates and provoked the highest number of interventions, many in support of her position. She examined the gender gaps in labour participation in the Americas, the sexual division of labour; gender discrimination in the labour market; the specificity of women in employment and their entry into the labour force and the impact of women’s productive and reproductive roles. The CIM President concluded by calling for a Joint OAS Ministerial on Gender and Labour to address this topic at the highest levels of governance.
· Appointment of Jamaica’s First Female Chief Justice:  On Tuesday, June 26, 2007, Her Honour Zaila McCalla was appointed as Jamaica’s first ever female Chief Justice. The CIM President extended congratulations to Justice Mc Calla on her recent historical achievement, noting that among other noteworthy achievements that she had earlier distinguished herself as the first female graduate of the University of the West Indies Norman Manley School of Law in Jamaica in 1976 to be called to the Bar. Justice Mc Calla’s appointment propelled her into the ranks of other legal luminaries of CARICOM; such as Guyana’s Honourable Madame Justice Desiree Barnard who was its first female high court judge, first female Justice of Appeal, first female Chief Justice; first Chancellor of the Judiciary of Guyana - and the first female judge of the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ). Then Dame Joan Sawyer of the Bahamas who was its first female Chief Justice and later its first female President of the Court of Appeal.
· 3rd Meeting of Experts of the MESECVI: The CIM President was unable to attend the 3rd Meeting of Experts on the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, (MESECVI) due to a prior engagement. This meeting was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina on July18-20, 2007. In her remarks to the Meeting, which were read out on her behalf by the Technical Secretary of the MESECVI, the CIM President welcomed the addition of a new tool for evaluating the progress being made in our hemisphere to prevent, punish and eradicate gender-based violence - and to accelerate our progress in attaining the aims and goals of the Convention of Belem do Pará. Although the MESECVI does not fall under the purview of the Executive Committee of the CIM, the CIM President highlighted the invaluable technical support which has been given to the work of MESECVI by the CIM Permanent Secretariat which has been entrusted with housing the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.  She promised as CIM President, to continue working with the CIM Delegates to promote the full engagement of all States Parties in the Mechanism - not only to advance the eradication of violence against women, but also as a contribution to the strengthening of women’s human rights and the fight against gender-based discrimination.
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First Global Conference on the Caribbean: this Conference on the Caribbean was held in Washington, DC on June 19-21, 2007. In the Experts’ Forum, a number of issues were addressed - among them being education, health and gender. At this Conference, Dr. Jacqui Quinn-Leandro, CIM President, in her capacity as Antigua and Barbuda’s Minister of Labour and Empowerment made a presentation on the panel: “Addressing Quality and Equity in Social Development”. The CIM President addressed the increasing feminization of HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean sub-region. She argued that the increased incidence of the disease among women - particularly young women – is being driven by a male dominated society in which violence is often a feature of relationships. Consequently, women find themselves at a disadvantage in managing such relationships. The increased incidence of HIV has also been fuelled in part by growth in “sex tourism.” She concluded that women should seek greater political participation in order to effect policies designed to safeguard their interests.  
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